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THE MELBOURNE"AERO-

PLANE."

CIRCUMSTANTIALSTORY.

LIGHTSIN SKY OVER TOWNSHIP

Inquiries
made into the storythat an aero-

plane passedover Melbourneon Saturdayin-
dicatethat thereis reasonfor belief.Though

those who made the
investigations

were most

sceptical, they have become convincedthat
the persons Interviewed were telling the
truth. The matter is further complicated

by
a reportfrom Riddell,30 milesnorth,and
mysterious lightswere seen in the sky be-
tween 7 and 8 p.m. on Saturday.These
lights,it is

asserted,
had the

appearances

of
a quickly-worked railway signal, showing
flashesof red, green,and white.A pecu-
liaritywas that thereappearedto be a red
light hangingfrom the main body.
The theorywas advanced that possibly Mr.

J. C. Duigan,a localaviator,who has his
own machine,was takinga flight,but it has
been ascertainedthat this gentlemanwas in
Bendigoat the time of the reportedappear
ance.

A telephone electricianwas working on a
ladder at the Melbourne CricketGround,
when he happened to look upwards.

"Look at the aeroplane,"he calledout.
His assistantsfollowed his gaze, and saw

the 'planetravelling

high and fast in a south-

westerlydirection. The machine had evi-
dentlypassedover the city,as it was rapid-

ly approaching Government House. The men
watchedthe aeroplaneuntil it became a
mere speckin the distance,and was finally

lost to sight.

Mr. Henry Mantes,club attendantat the
MelbourneCricketGround,has made the fol-
lowing statement: —
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"I was on duty at the Melbourne Cricket

Ground on Saturdaymorning.At 20 minutes
to 9 o'clockmy attentionwas directedlo
the

aeroplane.
It was

travelling
very fast in

a south-westerly direction. When I first
saw it the machinehad almostreachedGo-
vernmentHouse. I had seen two aeroplanes

before,but the one that passedover the
city on Saturdayappearedto be smallerthan

these used by Hammondand Cugnet.Of
course,I couldnot be certainof the size,as
the machine was a considerable distance

away,when I had the firstglimpseof it.
I was struckby the factthatthe

aeroplane

was flying so high.It
appeared

to be at a
height of severalhundred feet— I should say,
at a rough_estimate,nearly 1000ft. There

is notthe
slightestdoubtthatit wasan aero-

plane. However,as it was some distance

away, and was travelling from us, it was
impossible to see the aviator.The telephone
electricians stoppedwork, and we all watch-
ed the aeroplane untilit was out of sight.

After passing over Government House, the
aviatorheaded the machinealmost due south.
I shouldthink that when the airshippassed

out of sightit wouldbe over the bay. We
did not attachmuch importance to the mat-
ter at the time, as we wereunder the impres-

sion that Hammondhad returned to Mel-

bourne."

A lady residingin
Bromley-street,

South
Yarra, said: — "On Saturdayafternoon, at
half-past5 o'clock,I was standingin my
verandahwhen I saw what appearedto be an
aeroplaneover the northernhorizon.It was
very high in the air, and was movingfast,
I ran insidethe house to get

field-glasses,

but when I returnedthe objectwas too small
to be

distinguished.

It was travelling in a
south-easterly direction. A girl friend who
was with me also saw the object,and watch-

ed untilit was out of sight."


