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W

THE MELBOURNE ** AERO-
PLANE.”

-

CIRCUMSTANTIAL STORY.

—

LIGHTS IN SKY OVER T3¢¥™ TOWNSHMIP

MELBOURNE, Wedn sday.
Inquirles made into the story that an aero-
plane passed sver Melbourne on Siaturday in-
dicate that there I8 reason for bellef. Though
those who made the Investigations were most

' aceptical, they have become convinced that

the persons Interviewed were telling the
truth., The matter is further complicat:d by
a report from Riddell, 30 miles north, and
riysterioas lights were seen In the sky be-
tween 7 and 8 pm. on Saturday. These
lHlghts, it is asserted, had the appearan of
a quickly-worked rallway signal, shoWwing
{lashes of redd, green, and white. A poca-
linrity was that there pppearsd to be a red
light hanglng from the maln body.

Lhe tneory was advanced that possibly Mr.
J. . Dugan, a local aviator, who has hia
own machine, was taking a filght, but It has
been ascertaned that this gentieman was in
Bendigo at the tlme of the reported apjear-
ance,

telephone olectrician was working on a
ladder at the Melbourne Cricket Ground,
when he happened to look upwards, '

“l.ook at the acroplane,” he caled out. '

Hia assistents followed his gaze, and saw
the ‘plare travelllng high and fast in a scuth-

Luf:ﬂh-ﬂ"-' direction. The machine had evi-
dertly passed over th2 city, as It was rapid- |

ly approaching Government House. The men
clehed the acroplens until It beiame a
mere sfeck In the distance, and was ﬂnllly
logt to micht.

Mr h-u, Mantes, club attendant at the |
M .h-;rr e U'ricket Ground, has made the fol- |
lowing stilement:—

7 was am Autv at tha Malbhaoneaa Melilead |
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YW INngE EiLiomeng.— |
*1 was an duly at the Melbourna Cricket |
Ground om Eaturday moining, At 20 minutes
to 8 o'clock my attemtion was directed ‘fa
the prroviane. It waa travelling very fast in
a south-westerly direction., When [ fipst
enw It the machine hal alingdt reached Go-
vernment [ouse, [ had seen two siroplanes
before, but the cne that passsd over the
city on Baturday appeared o be smaller tha=
thies ur=d hy Hammond and
ecourse, 1 could not ba certain of t..e nize, as
the machine was a considerable distance
away when T had the first glimpes of It
'T was struck by the fuact that the
| was fiylng so high. It ap ad o be at
beight of severnl hundred feet—I ghould say,
At a rough estenale, nearly 1000ft. There
lummmnuﬂqﬂumumum

.

’puma. HWowever, as It was some dis'ance
llwur. and waa travellinz from us, it was
impoenible to see the aviator, The teiephone
| slectriclans stopped work, and we all watch-
ed the aeroplane until it wus out of sigat.
After passing over Govermment Houre, the
aviator Leaded the machine almost due south,
1 should think that when the alrship passad
out of sight It weuld be over the bay., We
did not ailtoch much Impor.ance to the mat-
ter at the time, as we were under the impres-
pion that Hammond had returned to Mel-
bourna”

A Jady residing In Bromley-street, Bouth
Yarra, sald:—"On SBaturday afternoon, at
half-met § o'clock, I was standing In my
verandah when I saw what appeaied to be an
aeroplane over the northern horizon. It was
very high m the air, and was moving fast,
I ran inslde the house to get feld-glasscs,
but when I returned the objoct was oo small
to be distinguished, It was travelllng In a
south-easterty direction, A girl friend who
was with me also saw the object, and watch-
ed until it was out of sight.”
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